ASSBrriNA PROJECT (S200000044) 
U5. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
Mtntiet P. Gnfeld, Director 
^Ktiase ( ) Excise ( )Deny 
ExemptionCs):. 





MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


Declassify: ( JtaPart ^^InFull 
( )Classayas_ ( )Extencfas_ C 
Date DoJassifyon 



) Downgrade to _ 
Reason 


DATE: February 2, 1979 


SUBJECT 


Human Rights 


PARTICIPANTS: Dr. Emilio Mignone, Vice President, Permanent Assembly for Human 

Rights 

Mr. F. Allen Harris, Political Officer, American Embassy, Buenos Aires 


COPIES TO 

: ARA/ECA 

- Mr. 

Brays haw 

AMB 

DAO 


HA/HR 

- Hr. 

Flood 

DCM 

CONS 


INR/RAR 

- Mr. 

Buchanan 

POL 

SY 


ARA 

- Mr. 

Lister 

POL/R 



INR/OIL/ORPA 

- Mr. 

Gresham 

USICA 



Amembassy Mexico - 

POL 

ECOM 



Supreme Court Decision in Smith III 

Mignone enthusiastically read sections of the just-released Argentine Supreme 
Court Decision in the Smith III case. Mignone, one of the principal organizers 
of the Permanent Assembly-sponsored case, characterized the Supreme Court's 
decision as a direct admission by the Court that it was powerless under the pres- 
ent circumstances to protect the rights guaranteed to the Argentine citizenry 
by the Constitution. Mignone stated that his first reaction to the Supreme 
Court's decision was to call on the members of the Court to resign "en banc" to 
protest against the usurption of the judiciary's powers by the present government. 


Operation Against "Casa de la Juventud" Members 

Mignone reported that Father Herrera Gallo, the Catholic Church's "youth pastor" 
and a close friend of Cardinal Aramburu, informed him last week of Cardinal 
Aramburu's intervention with First Corps Commander Suarez Mason to obtain the 
release of 64 abducted forraermembers of a Christian socialist youth organization 
called the "Casa de la Juventud." This Church-run recreation-social center, 
was organized and run by an activist priest in the early 70's. It was closed in 
1974. In mid-December, 1978, a large-scale anti-subversive operation was fun 
against the Casa de la Juventud's former members by the First Army Corps. 
Operatives called at the old addresses listed for the Casa's membership and in 
many cases pressured the parents and neighbors for the current address of the 
former Casa's members. Seventy persons were rounded up, including many couples 
who had met at the Casa and later married. In several cases, the apartment doors 
of those taken were closed with First Army Corps' seals. 
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Father Herrera Gallo had photo enlargements nade of these seals. The priest then 
convinced Cardinal Araraburu to call on First Corps Commander Suarez Hason to 
present the photographs of the seals, and seek the release of the individuals. 
Suarez Mason admitted that the individuals had been picked up in a First Corps 
operation and promised to expedite their release. - 

Gallo told Mignone that as of the end of January 64 of the 70 individuals 
abducted had been freed. Cardinal Aramburu has ordered church members to main- 
tain strict silence about the Army operation against the Casa de la Ouventud 
and his intervention. The father said that the Casa members were tortured 
immediately after their “arrests" and were held blindfolded at a military facility 
which they believe was on the Carapo de Mayo. 

Father Gallo assured Mignone that the Casa de la Ouventud had no connection with 
any subversive activities and expressed concern that the Army was now persecuting 
Church-related groups which tTiey believe represented dangerous ideologies; The 
priest said that an Army contact had told him that the Church's intervention 
saved the group's members "from going to the farms (granjas) from where it is 
very hard to leave." Life on the granjas was described as "very difficult, as 
the farms are self-sufficient." 

Father Herrera Gallo. said that during Cardinal Aramburu's recent meeting with 
the President, General Videla told him that Videla hoped that before the Inter- 
American Commission on Human Rights came to Argentina, perhaps in March, the 
government would have some significant information to release regarding the dis- 
appearance cases. Gallo noted that in contrast General Suarez Hason had 
adopted a very hardline attitude toward the "desaparecidos" during his meeting 
with Cardinal Aramburu. 

Mignone, whose own daughter disappeared in May, 1976, was understandably inter- 
ested in the report regarding the "work farms." Mignone noted that several long 
term reappearance cases reported that they had been held on work farms in the 
campo. 

(COMMENT: The Nunciatura has received only a partial report of the disappearances 

of the former members of the Casa de la Juventud. We are checking further on 
Father Herrera Gallo's report. There have been several reports to human rights 
groups from long term "reaprecidos" that they were held on work farms in the 
interior of the country. END COMMENT) 

Human Rights at Puebla 

Mignone said that he had received a call from Mexico last night informing him that 
the delegation of the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo had been received by the 
Puebla Conference President, Cardinal Aloisio Lorscheider. The mothers presented 
the Permanent Assembly's recently issued list of 4,382 disappearances and dis- 
cussed the Argentine human rights situation with the Brazilian Cardinal. The 
Cardinal promised to inscribe the Argentine disappearances on the conference's 
agenda. 


Mignone noted that the mothers' meeting with the cardinal was "providential." 
Doctora Westerkamp (she and her husband are both active in the Permanent 
Assembly) flew from Buenos Aires to Mexico on an Air France flight which stopped 
in Rio. Cardinal Lorscheider boarded the plane there and sat near her. She was 
able to have a long discussion with the Cardinal and interest him in the plight 
of the families of the desaparecidos in Argentina. 

Operations Against the Partido Socialista de Traba.iadores 

Mignone stated that the Assembly has received nine reports of disappearances of 
members of the Partido Socialista de Trabajadores (PST) in January. Seven of the 
abductions took place in La Plata, the capital of Buenos Aires Province, and two 
abductions took place in Buenos Aires. Mignone described the PST as a party of 
Second International ideologues who specifically rejected terrorism on doctrinal 
grounds as they believed that spontaneous uprisingsof the masses are the "midwives 
of history," not individual tirrorist acts. Mignone noted that the party had 
been prohibited and dissolved by law in 1976 and had ceased to function as an 
entity. Operations had been conducted against its members in 1976, but had been 
sporadic and rare in the last two years, until recently. 

Human Rights Gains 

Mignone said that although the government's policy of using "terrorist tactics" 
against subversives had not changed, 1978 had seen some gains for the human rights 
efforts in Argentina. The human rights organizations had obtained increased 
public acceptance. Families were becoming less suspicious about reporting 
disappearance cases to the Assembly. More old cases were being reported each 
day. New cases were being reported with less of a time lag. The Assembly's 
"La Prensa" advertisement in Hay 1978 listing over 2,500 "desaparecidos" had 
been perhaps the most significant event for the Assembly during the year. This 
event had sparked a more open attitude towards human rights among the Spanish- 
language press which now accepted human rights advertisements and published small 
stories regarding disappearances, legal decisions, and the activities of the 
human rights organizations. The Spanish-1 anguage press had recently begun to 
editorialize against the continuation of illegal anti-subversive operations. 

“La Prensa," "La Nacion," and “Clarin" had all editorially issued the call for 
the return to legal procedures. 

Mignone said that the human rights organizations still had a long way to go. 

Debate for example within the Assembly, was characterized by fear of pushing the 
government too hard and provoking a counter reaction. He said that with the 
exception of the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, all the human rights groups in 
Argentina were extremely timid in pressuring the government for progress in the 
human rights area. ' 
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Military Reassignments 

Mignone commented that, on balance, the recently announced military reassignments 
could be helpful for human rights in that some of the major hardliners had been 
removed from key troop command positions. Suarez Mason's leaving the First 
Corps, General Riveros' leaving the Campo de Mayo, and Admiral Chamarro's leaving 
the Navy Mechanics School, would all be helpful. 

Mignone noted however, that the appointment of General Sasiain as the head of 
the Federal Police was a serious threat, especially if anti-subversive activities 
were transferred to the Federal Police. Mignone noted that General Sasiain was 
of Lebanese extraction. His sister and brother-in-law. General Caceres Monie, 
a former Army general and chief of the Federal Police in the Lanusse Administration, 
were both killed on their retirement chicken farm by Moricneros in Entre Rios 
Province in 1976. Mignone described Sasiain as an extrinsiy bitter man whose 
Tenth Army Regiment in La Plata had run one of the severest anti -subversive 
campaigns in the country. The campaign was directed primarily against the leftist 
students and faculty of the formerly mammoth (200,000 students) . University of 
La Plata. 

More Floating Bodies 


Mignone said that the Assembly had received several reports that the bodies of a 
man and a woman were found floating in the new port area of Buenos Aires on 
January 22 around 1:30 p.m. The bodies were reportedly in good condition. Both 
individuals had been shot in the head. Mignone said that the Assembly planned 
to make an inquiry to see if the police had identified the bodies. If not, 
the Assembly would file petitions to force the police officials to conduct ah 
investigation into the murders. 
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